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MR M.C. WILLIAMS, MLA 
Condolence Motion  

DR G.I. GALLOP (Victoria Park - Premier) [2.01 pm]:  I move without notice - 

That this House records its sincere regret at the death of Maurice Clifford Williams and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 

Maurice Clifford Williams was born on 26 June 1926 in Subiaco, the son of William Meredith Williams, a metal 
moulder and farmer, and Ethel May Green.  He married Betty Dick at Ross Memorial Church, West Perth, on 1 
March 1952.   

Maurice was educated at numerous primary schools, including Middlesex, which was a group settlement, 
Manjimup, Nannup, North Fremantle, Mt Marshall, Bencubbin, East Kalgoorlie, South Kalgoorlie and Burekup.  
He attended Eastern Goldfields High School, Perth Boys’ School and Perth Technical College.   

On leaving school, Maurice commenced an apprenticeship as a metal moulder at Tomlinson Pty Ltd in Perth 
from 1941 to 1946.  He then worked as a moulder at Hoskins Ltd in Perth from 1946 to 1947.  From 1947 to 
1949, Maurice was a member of the British Commonwealth Occupation Force.  He then became self-employed 
in a foundry business in Collie and Bunbury from 1949 to 1962. 

Maurice entered Parliament in this House as the Liberal member for Bunbury at a by-election held on 1 
September 1962 following the death of the previous member, George Frederick Roberts, on 22 July 1962.  He 
remained a member of this House until his resignation on 28 February 1973.  At the 1977 general election, he 
subsequently unsuccessfully contested the seat of Collie. 

During his time in Parliament, Maurice was a Deputy Chairman of Committees from 1968 to 1973, and a 
member of the honorary royal commission that inquired into hire purchase and other agreements from 1971 to 
1972. 

On leaving Parliament, Maurice returned to being self-employed in the foundry business at Bunbury from 1973 
to 1975.  He then undertook various commercial property development activities from 1975 to 1979; coordinated 
the Bunbury city celebrations from 1979 to 1980; became the executive officer of the Bunbury Travel 
Information Centre from 1981 to 1983; was involved in the development of citrus, nut and melon growing under 
irrigation at Burekup from 1983 to 1984; and was involved in the operation of two service stations at Bunbury in 
partnership with his wife and one of his sons. 

Maurice was a member of the Federated Moulders (Metals) Union of Australia and the Foundrymen’s 
Association (WA Branch).  He was chairman of the South West Co-operative Building Society, and chairman of 
the Small Business Advisory Service Ltd.  He was also an active Apex member, a Collie Charter member, 
chairman and member of the Apex Kindergarten Committee - becoming a life member in 1966 - foundation 
president of the Rotary Club Bunbury Central in 1978, chairman of the Bunbury Regional Hospital Comforts 
Fund, and a member and chairman of Bunbury Meals on Wheels and the Bunbury Senior Citizens Centre.   

He was the chairman of the Bunbury and Burekup Tidy Towns Committees, and a member of the South West 
Zone Development Committee, the South West Regional Development Committee and the Bunbury Port 
Authority.  He was chairman and member of the Bunbury Technical School Advisory Committee and the 
Bunbury Citizens’ Advice Bureau, and chairman and member of the Marriage Guidance Council.  Maurice was 
also a member of the Western Australian Post-Secondary Education Commission Committee; a member of the 
interim and governing councils of the Western Australia College of Advanced Education; a member of the 
National Small Business Advisory Council; chairman of the Bunbury Swimming Club and Aquatic Fundraising 
Committee; and a member of the South West and Commercial Clubs in Bunbury.   

His was a good and active life.  On behalf of all members of this House, I extend our deepest sympathy to Mr 
Williams’ wife, Betty, and his family.   

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the Opposition) [2.07 pm]:  Maurie Williams was a notable 
contributor to the Bunbury and wider south west community, politics, Parliament, and the Liberal Party.  He was 
one of three members who held the Legislative Assembly seat of Bunbury for the Liberal Party over a 28-year 
period in 12 hard-fought general and by-elections - some things never change.  He won four of those victories.  
In his first contest in 1962 he held the fate of the Brand coalition Government in his hands when he was selected 
by the Liberal Party to contest Bunbury in a by-election.  George Roberts, a popular sitting member, died 
unexpectedly, having retained Bunbury at the 1962 general election with a margin of 400 votes.  Defeat at the 
September by-election would have deprived the Brand Government of its majority and deadlocked the 
Legislative Assembly, forcing a fresh election.  Despite a tough campaign and some savage personal attacks, 
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Maurie Williams won Bunbury with 52 per cent of the vote, or 239 votes.  As a strong local representative for a 
seat that consistently returned its members by modest and sometimes tiny majorities, he was re-elected by 278 
votes in 1965, an estimated 630 votes in 1968, and 165 votes in the unfavourable climate of 1971.  In retaining 
Bunbury for the Liberal Party that year he ensured that the incoming Labor Government held the narrowest of 
majorities.  He was a strong debater with a vigorous no-nonsense approach, and we can speculate that he might 
have achieved ministerial rank had he remained in Parliament.   

Maurie Williams came to politics from a blue-collar background as a metal moulder, following in the career of 
his father, a strong left-wing activist who twice stood for the Legislative Assembly as an unendorsed Labor 
candidate.  Having graduated from Perth Technical College, and having served as an apprentice and an 
employee, Maurie Williams established his own foundry business, aged 23, in 1949.  He worked in Collie and 
Bunbury until his election to Parliament.  It was in order to return to this family business that he decided to 
resign from Parliament in early 1973 at the age of 46.  However, Maurie Williams did not turn his back on the 
Liberal Party, nor his community.  He served as president of the Liberal Party Forest division, working for the 
successful retention of the seat of Bunbury.  Then, in 1977, he returned to frontline campaigning by contesting 
the then safe Labor seat of Collie.  A redistribution had moved the boundary of Collie closer to Bunbury and he 
knew the Collie community well.  Maurie Williams campaigned energetically but trailed by nearly 1 700 votes 
in a contest against Tom Jones.  Until the end of his life he continued to support the Liberal Party at election 
time.   

After leaving Parliament Maurie Williams made an immense contribution to Bunbury and the south west, 
developing property, agriculture and retail businesses.  In addition, he coordinated the Bunbury city celebrations 
in 1979-80 and later served as an executive officer to the Bunbury Travel Information Centre.  He had the 
imagination and flexibility to bring practical skills to different occupations.  He was the foundation president of 
the Bunbury Rotary Club, having earlier been most active in Apex, and chaired the boards of the South West 
Cooperative Building Society and the Small Business Advisory Service.  Among Maurie Williams’ many 
community appointments and activities were the South West Regional Development Committee, the Bunbury 
Port Authority, the Bunbury Technical School Advisory Committee, Meals on Wheels, the Bunbury Senior 
Citizens Centre and the Marriage Guidance Council.  In particular, he had a strong and continuing interest in 
education. 

Maurie Williams was an exemplary citizen.  His parliamentary service was only one aspect of a life of practical 
assistance to this community.  Nonetheless, his contribution to Parliament is a notable one and his success in 
winning his marginal electorate was of crucial significance in the re-election of a very successful coalition 
Government.  On behalf of the parliamentary Liberal Party members and members of the Liberal lay 
organisation, I express our sympathy to Mrs Betty Williams and Mr and Mrs Williams’ three sons and their 
families.   

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon - Leader of the National Party) [2.11 pm]:  The National Party also extends its 
condolences on the passing of Maurie Williams, an individual who had the privilege of representing in this 
House not only the south west but also the Bunbury area with some considerable merit.  His performances in the 
community and as a private individual in some way outweigh his performances in the House because of their 
strength.  On that note I pass on my condolences and that of the National Party to his family.   

MR P.G. PENDAL (South Perth) [2.12 pm]:  I would like to associate myself briefly with the condolences to 
the family of Maurie Williams.  I first met him in 1966 when I was a journalist for the South Western Times.  By 
that stage he had been the member for Bunbury for several years.  Over the years I got to know him particularly 
well, and I know that it was a great disappointment, particularly to Sir Charles Court, that just before the 1974 
election Maurie Williams decided to quit politics.  My recollection of him was that he had to make a serious 
decision whether to commit himself probably to a ministerial position in the first Court Government or turn his 
attention towards saving and developing a very successful small business that he operated on the outskirts of 
Bunbury.  For his family’s sake he decided that he needed to return to the business to ensure that it survived and 
flourished.  There is no doubt in my mind that by doing that he robbed himself of the opportunity of going into 
the Cabinet in 1974.  At the time it was well known that he was highly regarded by Sir Charles Court; therefore, 
there was little doubt that he would not be included in the Cabinet in 1974 if the coalition won that year, which 
was the case.   

I also had a considerable amount to do with him towards the end of his life.  Some members might recall that 
about this time four years ago I introduced a Bill to persuade the then Government to extend a wider range of 
benefits to self-funded retirees.  It was probably technically illegal for a private member to introduce that Bill 
because it amounted to an expense on the taxpayer.  However, a very tolerant Speaker allowed the second 
reading of the Bill to be made and then sent the warning that it would be ruled out of order if any attempt was 
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made to resume that debate.  Maurie Williams was one of those people who was keen to see not only the effects 
of that Bill come through, which they did upon the election of the Gallop Government, but also an extension of 
the concessions to two or three groups of self-funded retirees who were not swept up in the net that we thought 
we had created in that Bill in 2000.  That said to me that from the start of his long and eventful life right through 
it to its very finish, Maurie Williams was active in a raft of organisations for a range of causes.  He was a gifted 
and talented man.  In particular, Sir Charles Court thought the world of him because he had developed a very 
successful small business that was seen as basically the preserve of the Liberal Party at that time.  He was 
considered to be someone who could be held up as a model for the small private sector in Western Australia.  I 
say to his wife and family that I join with other members of the House in expressing not only condolences but 
also admiration and congratulations in many respects for a man who made the decision to quit this place before 
his time and before high office was conferred on him.  For all of that, he achieved a lot.  His family should take 
great satisfaction in a life well lived.   

MR A.J. DEAN (Bunbury) [2.15 pm]:  I will briefly pay tribute to Maurie Williams.  I met Maurie in 1996-97 - 
I am not sure of the exact time - when I was deputy principal of Australind Senior High School.  The school had 
a volunteers program, which was started by a fellow deputy principal, Ian Noack.  We were looking for mentors 
from the local community for this program and Maurie and his wife Betty turned up.  They must have been 
living at Australind at the time.  From what the Premier outlined of Maurie’s life, Maurie was obviously a person 
who took the bull by the horns and ran with things.  He ran with the school volunteers program.  Under the 
school volunteers program at Australind Senior High School, Maurie was mostly involved with years 8 and 9 
boys and tried to provide them with a father figure.  Maurie took some of the specialised clients that I had as a 
deputy principal, from a discipline point of view, and substantially turned around their outlook on life.  What he 
did with them was most amazing.  Maurie was involved in that program for four or five years.  He was quite 
successful and inducted into the school volunteers program a group of older and more mature citizens who 
would not normally be in contact with schools.  That was well done by Maurie.  Maurie was also elected Citizen 
of the Year in 2001 for the City of Bunbury.  Given what has been said about him in this place, it is no wonder 
that a man who achieved as much as he did in a lifetime was chosen to be Bunbury’s Citizen of the Year in 2001.  
That was in the twilight of his career.  He was still active when he was chosen as Citizen of the Year.  I 
remember him well and fondly.  He was always quite friendly towards me even though we obviously had 
different political views.  He used to tell me stories about doing his own correspondence.  Back in the old days 
he had his own typewriter.  He had no clerical help, so he would do his own correspondence to ministers, 
constituents and so forth.  That was an eye opener.  I am glad that we are not back in those bad old days.  I 
remember him well.  I am sure the people of Bunbury will remember him fondly in the years to come.   

MR D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN (Mitchell - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.17 pm]:  I also pay tribute to 
Maurie Williams, the former member for Bunbury.  Maurie was not just a committed family man - he was 
certainly dedicated to his wife Betty and his three sons.  It is also fair to say that his life touched many people in 
many different ways and in many different eras.  He devoted his life to community service.  I suggest that those 
of us who think of ourselves as advocates for and servants of the community would be proud if we had half of 
his achievements in that regard by the time of our passing.  At his funeral one had only to walk through the car 
park to realise just what impact his life had had on many people throughout the State.  The number plates of the 
cars were from everywhere.  People had come from all around the State and from all walks of life to pay their 
respects.  Whether as a member of the P&C at his boys’ kindergarten or working with high level academia, 
Maurie devoted much of his life to community service in many ways.   

As the Leader of the Opposition said, he was elected to Parliament in a crucial by-election in 1962.  It is no 
exaggeration to say that the future of the Brand Government hinged on that by-election.  To use a phrase from a 
very different politician, Maurie brought home the bacon that year.  One of the first projects he took on in his 
first years of office was to ensure the availability of home meals for the aged.  He worked with community 
members and the state health department at the time to establish what is now known as the Bunbury meals on 
wheels.  Initially working from the band rooms, Maurie gained use of the old maternity hospital for this 
expanding service.  Along with the Senior Citizens Centre, as it is known now, it still operates from the same 
place to this day.  This is just one example of how Maurie Williams looked after his local community in his 
capacity as its elected representative.   

As a parliamentarian I am told that Maurie was a vigorous debater with a no-nonsense approach.  John Sibson, 
another member for Bunbury, speaks very highly of Maurie Williams and can attest to his no-nonsense approach 
to life.  John at the time was the branch president of the Liberal Party.  I understand that at nine o’clock one 
evening John sought a meeting with Maurie Williams and also with Hon Graham MacKinnon with a view to 
presenting a petition on a particular matter.  Maurie said, “I am sorry.  I understand there will be a story in 
tomorrow’s paper about my resignation,” to which John Sibson said, “Don’t worry, Maurie, I will sort that one 
out.  That is obviously not true.”  To indicate that there was no doubt in Maurie’s mind that he had made up his 
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mind, his retort was very simple.  He simply said, “It’s bloody well true.”  John Sibson indicates that that was 
Maurie’s style.  He was a no-nonsense, very straightforward man.   

Maurie assisted John, as he did a number of other Liberal Party candidates and members in the following years.  
Another Liberal member, Ian Osborne, knew him very well.  Maurie provided enormous support, Ian says, and 
very useful advice after Ian had been preselected.  He provided inspiration and indeed was enormously 
influential throughout Ian’s parliamentary career.  Maurie gave his rock solid support to Ian and was unstinting 
in his support at all times.   

Very importantly, Maurie’s commitment to his community did not expire after his retirement from politics, as 
we have heard.  Indeed, soon after his retirement from parliamentary service in 1973, Maurie served as chairman 
of the Stirling Centre, as it is now known, until 1978.  He was highly involved in education issues and was a 
member of the steering committee to establish a regionally based university.  He was successful involved in 
having commonwealth land transferred to the Town of Bunbury, as it was then, which was later used for the 
construction of Edith Cowan University’s Bunbury campus.  As an inaugural member of the Post Secondary 
Education Commission, Maurie worked to amalgamate the various teacher training colleges into a post 
secondary education institution that was to become Edith Cowan University.  While serving as chairman of the 
advisory committee for the Bunbury Technical School from 1961 to 1968, Maurie instigated and finalised the 
development of Patterson House, a residential hostel for students to board in Bunbury during school terms.   

His boys were talented swimmers.  Maurie was chairman of the Bunbury Swimming Club from 1969 to 1971.  
Indeed, the list of Maurie’s involvements in community activities is long.  To name but a few, he was chairman 
of the Bunbury Aquatic Centre Fundraising Committee all those years ago, a foundation committee member and 
chairman of the comfort fund of the Bunbury Regional Hospital, Tidy Towns Committee chairman, coordinator 
of the City of Bunbury celebrations in 1979 - the one hundred and fiftieth year of foundation - and he was a 
board member of the Bunbury Port Authority for nine years during a time that saw immense changes in the port 
with dredging and development of the inner harbour.  Maurie served on the Apex Club for many years and was 
awarded the rare honour of life membership in recognition of his selfless service to the community.  He was a 
Rotarian for 22 years including being the inaugural president of the Rotary Club of Bunbury Central.  He held 
the position of president of Bunbury Probus Club.  He was a member of the Friends of the Theatre at the 
Bunbury Regional Entertainment Centre.  He was a committee member of the south west referral centre for the 
coordination of volunteers with special duties during the International Year of the Volunteer.  He was a member 
of the community reference group in relation to wastewater disposal strategy for the local region.  He always had 
a strong interest in tourism and was the manager of the Bunbury Tourist Bureau for several years, continuing his 
work in this field as chairman of the Shire of Dardanup Tourist Committee and as a member of the Tapestry 
Region Committee until 1999. 

The member for Bunbury has indicated that Maurie, along with his wife Betty, was a driving force in the school 
volunteer program, and many students have benefited from the services that he and his wife have provided in 
that regard.  I know that Maurie was an extremely popular choice when the City of Bunbury formally recognised 
his community achievements on 26 January 2001 when he was named Bunbury’s Citizen of the Year.  This 
award was added to a list of other prestigious awards, including the Paul Harris Fellowship, life membership of 
Apex, as I mentioned, and a recipient of the Commonwealth Centenary Medal. 

At a personal level, I put on the record my sincere appreciation for Maurie Williams’ active support for my own 
electoral campaigns and for the invaluable advice that Maurie provided me with during my time in Parliament. 

Mr Speaker, Maurie Williams stood for the decent, honest values shared by the broader community.  He worked 
tirelessly for the community in so many ways and he served the Liberal Party and this Parliament with honour.  
Betty, Geoff, Ian, Chris and all of Maurie Williams’ extended family have every reason to be proud of this fine 
man, this selfless community advocate.   

Question passed, members standing. 
 


